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 As we enter the last quarter of the year, several decisions and plans

are made as regards lessons learnt in the year and effecting plans

for 2021 and beyond. Decision making in 2020 is complicated by

additional demands and considerations of COVID19. 

ECD has been adversely affected by school closures as approaches

in Zimbabwe were mass broadcasting (Radio Lessons) and online

solutions such as WhatsApp, Google classroom, Zoom Conference

and Google meet which all required data and internet based

connections, a feat accessible to 30% of primary school population

in Zimbabwe. Additionally these alternative learning approaches

tend to favour the urban and rich widening the education equity

gap. ECD experts in Zimbabwe are working tirelessly to have ECD

issues included and prioritised in the Education Sector Strategy Plan

2021-2025 and accordingly an ECD Indaba has been planned for 7

and 8 October for this purpose. 

This follows various engagements with parliamentarian education

committee, civil society intersectoral forums and engagements with

senior officials through joint monitoring visits to schools. We

appreciate the comments and feedback we received after the

launch of  our first issue in July 2020. We want to hear from you

directly so please feel free to email us at info@zinecda.org with your

ideas, suggestions and any ECD related updates you wish to have

published in our December issue.
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NEWS

The World Breastfeeding week was from the 1 - 7 August 2020, as ECD actors

we acknowledged the importance of breastfeeding to the overall health of the

child. During the COVID-19 global pandemic coupled with the pre-existing

challenges like hunger and starvation our hearts go out to nursing and

expecting mothers need to be supported in their caregiving duty. TO this end

we advocate that social safety net be prioritized in intervention strategies and

as we look towards our immediate response to COVID19 let us not lose the

traction on Sustainable Development Goals to eradicate poverty.

ZINECDA’s  vision  is  a  Zimbabwe  where  all  young  children  from  conception  to  8  year

old  are  treasured  in  such  a  way  that  their  basic  rights  are  met  and  their  rights  to

survive  and  thrive  are  realized.
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In August, ZINECDA together with the Education Coalition of  Zimbabwe  (ECOZI)

facilitated a virtual meeting with the Parliamentarians Committee on Education as

well as other key stakeholders in ECD. It focused on discussing the key tenets of

school readiness, the effects of COVID19 and the resultant policy prioritization

strategies to address the identified challenges. 

The key issues highlighted in the discussions premised on prioritizing alternative

learning mechanisms tailored to early play-based learning needs, changing

approaches to feeding schemes for vulnerable children and advancing the need for

transparency and accountability in policy development processes and

implementation.

NEWS
Parliamentarians Engagement Workshop
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Announcements

ECD Indaba

Stakeholders in the ECD sector will come

together virtually on 7-8 October 2020 in

an engagement that is being hosted by

ZINECDA in partnership with ECOZI under

the School Readiness Initiative. The ECD

Indaba seeks to create a platform for

understanding the conceptual framework

of School Readiness, stimulating vertical

and horizontal collaborations amongst

various 

players that will improve the prioritization

of ECD in decision making processes.  In

such difficult times, as the world bulks

under the strain of the novel coronavirus

that has impacted the lives of a million

children around the globe in different

ways, time will also be taken to infuse

discussions on addressing the effects of

the pandemic on ECD age group. The ECD

indaba will be important in identifying,

prioritising and influencing ECD issues for

inclusion into the Education Sector

Strategy Plan 2021-2025. Send us an

email info@zinecda.org if you would like to

be part of this virtual ECD Indaba.

Save The Date!Save The Date!Save The Date!



ECDAN Connect Launch

On the 23rd of August the Early Childhood

Development Action Network (ECDAN)

launched an online space where members

can communicate, collaborate, and learn

together on various topics surrounding early

childhood development. Join other

professionals and ECD enthusiasts on a

global platform via the link below its free

and enriching to your work.

https://connect.ecdan.org/login?

ReturnURL=https%3a%2f%2fconnect.ecdan.

org%2fcommunities%2fcommunity-

home%2fdigestviewer%2fviewthread%3fMe

ssageKey%3dd60f4183-31dc-4c19-9022-

37b378e59b21%26CommunityKey%3d6cd88

66a-deaf-46f8-a3bd-

4c61c4d7558f%26tab%3ddigestviewer

Africa Early Childhood Network

(AfECN)

The AfCEN is offering an online course titled

“Getting Care Right for All Children:

Implementing the UN Guidelines for the

Alternative Care of Children.” The course

started on the 21st of September 2020 and

runs for eight weeks, participants have the

option of learning it as a free course with

course content and no accreditation, or the

premium plans with upgraded version with

certification and the unlimited version.

https://bettercarenetwork.org/news-

updates/events/getting-care-right-for-all-

children-implementing-the-un-guidelines-for-

the-alternative-care-of-1

Africa Early Childhood Network Stories

The AfECN has initiated a story-telling

initiative that seeks to highlight African stories

during the COVID19 pandemic. The theme is

“Building Back Better Stories of Hope and

Resilience”Visit

https://africaecnetwork.squarespace.com/bl

og to read some of these interesting stories

from the  region.

Z I M  E C D  V O I C E  P U B L I C A T I O N - 2  /  P A G E  4

https://connect.ecdan.org/login?ReturnURL=https%3a%2f%2fconnect.ecdan.org%2fcommunities%2fcommunity-home%2fdigestviewer%2fviewthread%3fMessageKey%3dd60f4183-31dc-4c19-9022-37b378e59b21%26CommunityKey%3d6cd8866a-deaf-46f8-a3bd-4c61c4d7558f%26tab%3ddigestviewer
https://bettercarenetwork.org/news-updates/events/getting-care-right-for-all-children-implementing-the-un-guidelines-for-the-alternative-care-of-1


Featured ZINECDA Member

Rozario Memorial Trust

Rozaria Memorial Trust in this Covid19 era has noted with grave concern how children are

being left out, as people respond to the pandemic. RMT received 3 expecting women and 2 of

these women had children under the age of 5 years at the RMT Education and Counselling

Centre. The women were seeking a safe shelter, RMT Education and Counselling Centre has

been selected as an isolation centre for women and children in response to COVID19. 

There is an upsurge in GBV cases in Murewa and cases continue to be reported daily and this

affects children immensely. RMT has also ensured the provision of food to young mothers

through the support from Murewa Rural District Council. The issue of food security for children

has been excluded greatly leaving children vulnerable to abuse and child marriage.

Follow their work on:
      Rozaria Memorial Trust

      www.rozariamemorialtrust.org
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In this second issue we take the opportunity to delve into how the home environment affects

ECD and its components through different studies. The studies highlighted in this thread

have an underlying concept that emphasizes that parents are an important component in

the quest to improve access to quality early learning environment for every boy and girl by

policy makers and ECD actors. During this time in which learners have spent a considerable

time out of school, this section will give a snapshot understanding of the effects of this

context.

Title:   Home literacy activities: Accounting for differences in early grade literacy

outcomes in low-income families in Zambia

Author:  Chansa-Kabali, Tamara

Year:      2017

Availability: http://www.sajce.co.za/index.php/sajce/article/view/523

This article aims to examine the extent to which home factors account for variation in early

literacy outcomes in the first year of schooling. Through a case study done in Lusaka,

Zambia it is concluded that concludes that formal teaching of letters at home is the

parents’ greatest strength for supporting literacy in low-income families. Thus, energies for

parental involvement should be directed in ways that are culturally practised and

manageable by parents for better literacy outcomes.

Title:   African Indigenous Care-giving Practices: Stimulating Early Childhood

Development and Education in Kenya

Author: Wadende, Pamela; Oburu, Paul O.; Morara, Abel

Year:    2016

Availability:     http://dx.doi.org/10.4102/sajce.v6i2.446

The study highlights an indigenous well-developed motivational systems that enhances

teaching and learning. These motivational systems were manifested in behaviours that were

presented as sequential cultural tasks that demanded active engagement from children at

every stage of development. It is suggested that these indigenous motivational care-giving

practices and community participation in the activities of early childhood education may

offer important insights into transitioning children from life in the home environment to that

of the school and its accompanying academic tasks.
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ZINECDA Reading Corner 
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Title:    A study of parental involvement in preschoolers' academic work in Dandora   

 educational zone of Nairobi County, Kenya

Author:  Ondieki, Lydia Gesare

Year:     2012

Availability:   http://ect.uonbi.ac.ke/node/93

The study set out to establish the relationship between parental participation in preschool

activities and pre-schooler's performance, influence of home-tutoring on performance, role

of parents in modelling children's desired behaviour on performance and how arranging for

appropriate study time and space affects academic performance of pre-schoolers. It was

found out that the various preschool activities that parents participate included; meeting

attendance, communication with the school and volunteering influenced the academic

performance of pre-schoolers. The study also concluded that home tutoring activities such

as motivating children and helping children with school work such as reading, colouring and

number work affect the academic performance of pre-schoolers. It was also seen that

parents cultivate the desired behaviour of their children through either punishment, rewards

and other methods of disciplining children to ensure that they become better performers in

school and in life. Finally, the study concluded that arranging for appropriate study time

and space contributes to the better performance of the pre-schoolers.

Editors Recommended Books

The River Between by Ngugi Wa Thiong’o

The Penguin House describes this book as a legendary work of African literature, this moving

and eye-opening novel lucidly captures the drama of a people and culture whose world has

been overturned. The River Between explores life in the mountains of Kenya during the early

days of white settlement. Faced with a choice between an alluring new religion and their

own ancestral customs, the Gikuyu people are torn between those who fear the unknown

and those who see beyond it.
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Bringing Literacy Home. Sandra Land 

The presence of a primary male caregiver affects children's language

skills. Southwood, Frenette.

Anthills of the Savannah by Chinua Achebe

The novel Anthills of the Savanah is a socio-political commentary, revolving around three

friends Sam, Chris Oriko and Ikem Osodi and is set in the fictitious nation of Kangan. The

three were childhood friends and have now come into power, fulfilling crucial

responsibilities within their society. Sam is the de facto leader, the President of the

Republic of Kangan. Chris is the head of the Information Ministry. Ikem is the editor-in-

chief of the National Gazette, a widely circulated, government-controlled newspaper.

Despite their common origins and deep ties, the three are vastly different in their political

leanings and personal temperaments.

FURTHER READING

Land, S. (Ed.). (2006). Bringing literacy home. Conference proceedings: Family literacy,

19-21 September 2005, Centre for Adult Education, University of KwaZulu-Natal,

Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

http://cae.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/Family_Literacy/Family_Literacy_2005_Conference_Pr

oceedings.sflb.ashx

Southwood, F. (2010). The presence of a primary male caregiver affects children's

language skills. Stellenbosch Papers in Linguistics, 39, pp. 75-84.

Availability:  https://www.ajol.info/index.php/spl/article/view/114452

Note from Editor:

We want to hear from you and also highlight your ECD related events such as meetings,

conferences and other opportunities. 

If you also have your favourite Book or Journal article that you want to share with

ZINECDA members and other stakeholders please feel free to contact us:
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zinecda@zinecda .org
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