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1   PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction
The Grade 3-7 Family, Religion and Moral
Education (FAREME) syllabus is a five year
learning area which is designed to promote in
learners an awareness and appreciation of different
religions practised in Zimbabwe. The learning area
seeks to develop a sense of family cohesion, unity,
moral uprightness, inclusivity and tolerance among
citizens with acceptable behaviours and values
(Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu).

1.2 Rationale
Family, Religion and Moral Education is the study
of religious teachings, practitioners, rites and rituals
and their impact on an individual and family as well
as local, national and global community. The study
of FAREME is significant in the development of
moral responsibility and behaviour, capacity for
discipline, a sense of sound ethical norms, values
and goals. The learning area leads to the
understanding of the processes of a free society,
and heightening awareness of the importance of
character development to the continued success,
peace and stability of the Zimbabwean society.

The study of FAREME enables learners to develop
skills in:
l problem solving
l critical thinking
l decision making 
l conflict management
l leadership
l self-management
l communication
l technology and innovation
l enterprise
l social consciousness and self identity

These skills are also the Learner’s exit profiles spread
across all topics.

1.3 Summary of Content
The FAREME syllabus will cover the knowledge of
various religions and their impact on self, family,
community and the nation. The main thrust of the
learning area is to inculcate, uphold and sustain:
l morals (Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu)
l family relationships and dynamics
l rights and responsibilities

1.4 Assumptions
It is assumed that, learners:
l belong  to a family
l belong  to a religion
l are aware of the existence of the Supreme

Being
l are aware of the diversity of families, religions

and cultures
l have some norms and values
l are aware of some of the acceptable and

unacceptable ethics
l have aspirations
l have spiritual needs
l are aware of the impact of religion on self,

family, community and  nation
l participate in religious festivals and

ceremonies

1.5 Cross-Cutting Themes  
In order to foster competency development for
further studies, life and work, the teaching and
learning of FAREME should integrate the following
cross cutting themes: 
l Gender roles and equality in religion
l Enterprise skills 
l Collaboration
l Sexuality, HIV and AIDS
l Guidance and counseling
l Heritage studies
l Constitution of Zimbabwe
l Children’s  Rights and responsibilities
l Environmental issues 
l Disaster Risk Management
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2 PRESENTATION OF
SYLLABUS

The FAREME syllabus is presented as a single
document which covers Grade 3-7.

All Grades have the same topics which are
developmental.

3 AIMS
The aims of the syllabus are to:
3.1  promote the spiritual, religious and moral

development of the learner
3.2  develop an appreciation of the existence of

the Supreme Being as portrayed by various
religions

3.3  foster an understanding of the importance
of belonging to a family, religion and
community in shaping acceptable
character, behaviour and attitudes

3.4 develop an appreciation of the value and
dignity of hard work

3.5 inculcate and sustain Unhu/Ubuntu/
Vumunhu in learners as they interact with
family, community and society at large

3.6  increase an appreciation of Zimbabwe’s
religious heritage 

3.7  develop and enhance respect of and
tolerance for other people’s religions,
cultures and ways of life

3.8  develop an appreciation of the impact of
technology on religion and moral values

4   OBJECTIVES
By the end of the study learners should be able to:
4.1 define terms in FAREME
4.2 identify various religions practised in

Zimbabwe
4.3 identify religious founders, practitioners,

holy days, sacred books and places,
ceremonies/festivals and symbols

4.4 compare and contrast religious teachings
and practices 

4.5 discuss the importance of good moral
values in different religions

4.6 state various names given to the Supreme
Being

47 demonstrate ways of showing reverence for
the Supreme Being

4.8 explain the structures, functions and
importance of family

4.9 examine attributes associated with diverse
religions in promoting tolerance

4.10 demonstrate behaviours, attitudes and
norms that reflect Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu

4.11 manage conflict amicably from real life
situations or given scenarios

4.12 compromise during conflict management
4.13 practise good values
4.14 justify the need to uphold good values and

practices
4.15 apply technology to advance moral and

religious knowledge and values
4.16 research on religious phenomena and

family relationships
4.17 relate gender, health and the environment to

religion 

5  METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION

5.1 Methodology 
The FAREME syllabus is spiral in construction. Its
teaching and learning should be multi- faith, non-
proselytising and non-confessional using the
following methods:
l Cultural transmission 
l Narrative (story telling)
l Consideration (perspective- taking)
l Action learning (Drama, Role play, Simulation

and Modeling)
l Cognitive development (moral reasoning and

class discussion)
l Modified values (clarification, responsible

decision making)
l Expert guest presentations 
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l Project-based learning
l Group work
l Demonstrations 
l Discovery 
l Question and answer 
l Problem solving
l Multimedia
l Research and Presentations 
l Educational Tours

The above suggested methods are enhanced by
employing multi-sensory approaches to teaching and
learning such as individualisation, totality,
concreteness, tactility, stimulation and self-activity.

5.2 Time Allocation 
FAREME should be allocated 4 periods of 30
minutes per week.

6   TOPICS
6.1 Family
6.1.1 Concept of Family

6.1.2 Family and religion

6.1.3 Family and community

6.1.4 Social and Emotional learning

6.2 Religion
6.2.1 Concept of Religion

6.2.2 Indigenous Religion

6.2.3 Christianity

6.2.4 Judaism

6.2.5 Islam

6.3 Morals and Values
6.3.1 The concept of morals and values

6.3.2 Rights and Responsibilities

6.3.3 Conflict and Conflict management

6.3.4 National value systems

6.3.5 Religion on Technology and Enterprise

6.4 Religion and Health
6.4.1 Religion and Abuse

6.4.2 Religion and Gender 

6.4.3 Religion and Sexuality

6.4.4 Religion, HIV and AIDS

6.4.5 Healthy Living
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 K
E

Y
 C

O
N

C
E

PT
 

O
B

JE
C

T
IV

E
S 

L
ea

rn
er

s s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
: 

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
 

SU
G

G
E

ST
E

D
 L

E
A

R
N

IN
G

 
A

C
T

IV
IT

IE
S 

R
E

SO
U

R
C

E
S 

Fa
m

ily
 li

fe
 a

nd
 

m
ar

ria
ge

 in
 re

lig
io

n 
 

st
at

e 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f r
el

ig
io

n 
in

 
th

e 
 m

ar
ria

ge
 in

st
itu

tio
n 

an
d 

fa
m

ily
 li

fe
 

 
R

ol
e 

of
 re

lig
io

n 
in

  
m

ar
ria

ge
 a

nd
 fa

m
ily

 li
fe

  
su

ch
 a

s:
 

- 
C

ou
ns

el
lin

g 
 

 
D

is
cu

ss
in

g 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f r
el

ig
io

n 
in

 th
e 

m
ar

ria
ge

 in
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
fa

m
ily

 li
fe

 
 

 
Te

xt
bo

ok
s 

 
Pi

ct
ur

es
 

 
IC

T 
to

ol
s 

 
Ta

lk
in

g 
bo

ok
 

 
B

ra
ill

e 
bo

ok
s 

  SU
B

 T
O

PI
C

: F
A

M
IL

Y
 A

N
D

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 
 K

E
Y

 C
O

N
C

E
PT

 
O

B
JE

C
T

IV
E

S 
L

ea
rn

er
s s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
bl

e 
to

: 
C

O
N

T
E

N
T

 
SU

G
G

E
ST

E
D

 L
E

A
R

N
IN

G
 

A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S 
R

E
SO

U
R

C
E

S 

Fa
m

ily
 In

te
ra

ct
io

n 
 

 
de

sc
rib

e 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f t
he

 
fa

m
ily

 in
 p

ro
m

ot
in

g 
in

te
ra

ct
io

n 

 
Fa

m
ili

es
 a

ss
is

t e
ac

h 
ot

he
r 

w
he

n:
 

-  
  R

ai
si

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

-  
  f

un
er

al
s 

-  
  c

el
eb

ra
tio

ns
 

 
Ex

pl
ai

ni
ng

 th
e 

ro
le

 o
f t

he
 

fa
m

ily
 in

 p
ro

m
ot

in
g 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n 

 
Te

xt
bo

ok
s 

 
Pi

ct
ur

es
 

 
IC

T 
to

ol
s 

 
B

ra
ill

e 
bo

ok
s 

 
Ta

lk
in

g 
bo

ok
 

 
C

om
m

un
ity

 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

n 
to

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 

 
st

at
e 

ho
w

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

co
nt

rib
ut

es
 to

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 

 

 
C

on
tri

bu
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 to
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

 
su

ch
 a

s:
 

- 
C

ou
ns

el
lin

g 
- 

D
is

as
te

r m
iti

ga
tio

n 
- 

M
ed

ia
tio

n 
- 

R
el

ig
io

us
 c

er
em

on
ie

s 
- 

C
or

po
ra

te
 so

ci
al

 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

 
D

is
cu

ss
in

g 
co

m
m

un
ity

 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 to

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 

 
D

is
cu

ss
in

g 
th

e 
im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 

co
m

m
un

ity
 c

on
tri

bu
tio

ns
 to

 
fa

m
ili

es
 

 
R

es
ea

rc
hi

ng
 o

n 
co

m
m

un
ity

 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 to

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 

 
D

ra
m

at
is

in
g 

gi
ve

n 
si

tu
at

io
ns

 o
n 

co
m

m
un

ity
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

io
n 

 

 
Te

xt
bo

ok
s 

 
Pi

ct
ur

es
 

 
IC

T 
to

ol
s 

 
Ta

lk
in

g 
bo

ok
 

 
B

ra
ill

e 
bo

ok
s 

 

SU
B 
TO

PI
C:
 F
AM

ILY
 A
ND

 R
EL

IG
IO
N

SU
B 
TO

PI
C:
 F
AM

ILY
 A
ND

 C
OM

M
UN

IT
Y

Family, Religion and Moral Education Grades 3-7 01-10-16.qxp_Layout 1  13/10/2016  12:57 PM  Page 60



61

Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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Family, Religion and Moral Education - Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus 2015-2022
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9 ASSESSMENT
The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded in
the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements,
accommodations and modifications must be visible
in both Continuous and Summative assessments to
enable candidates with special needs to access
assessments.

The Family, Religion and Moral Education Syllabus
will be assessed through a separate section in the
General Paper and shall constitute 25%. The
syllabus embraces both Continuous and Summative
assessments.

(a) ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course learners are expected to:
9.1  define terms in FAREME
9.2 identify various religions practiced in

Zimbabwe
9.3 identify religious founders, practitioners,

holy days, sacred books and places,
ceremonies/festivals and symbols

9.4 compare and contrast religious teachings
and practices

9.5 discuss the importance of good moral
values in different religions

9.6 state the various names for the Supreme
Being

9.7 demonstrate ways of showing reverence to
the Supreme Being

9.8 explain the structure, function and
importance of family

9.9 examine attributes associated with diverse
religions in promoting tolerance

9.10 demonstrate behaviours, attitudes and
norms that reflect Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu

9.11 manage conflict amicably from real life
situations or given scenarios

9.12 compromise during conflict management
9.13 practise good values
9.14 justify the need to uphold good values and

practices
9.15 apply technology to advance moral and

religious knowledge and values
9.16 research on religious phenomena and

family relationships
9.17 relate gender, health and the environment

to religion

(b) ASSESSMENT MODEL 

  

  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Assessment of learner performance in FAREME-25%  
Continuous assessment Summative Assessment 

MCQ 30% Structured test 40% Projects    10% Tests   10% Assignments         10% Profiling 
Continuous assessment Mark= 30% 

Examination Mark= 70%  Profile 

    EXIT PROFILE  FINAL MARKS FROM OTHER GENERAL PAPER COMPONENTS FINAL MARK FAREME 100% (25% of final)  + + 
+ 
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CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT (30%)

Profiling, tests and assignments are administered and collated from Grade Three to Grade Seven. Projects,
through research and designs start at Grade Five. All the marks contribute to the final Grade. Assessment
instruments are designed at District Level and standardised nationally.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (70%)

The setting and designing of test items in FAREME is guided and informed by the skills weighting chart and the
specification grid.

Skills Weighting Chart

Description of the Summative assessment structure

The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:

Paper 1 (1hr 30 minutes - 50 marks) 30%
There are 50 multiple-choice questions and candidates are required to answer all.

Paper 2 (1hr 30minutes – 50 marks) 40%
Paper 2 comprises of Section A and B. Section A with approximately 30 questions is compulsory and carries 30
Marks. Section B is a choice section which carries 20 marks. A candidate is expected to choose 4 out of 6
questions. Each question carries 5 marks.

 

  

   
 

                       
                    

 
   

 
                      

 
   

 
1 Knowledge and Comprehension 40% 

2 Application 30% 

3 Deductive Reasoning (Analysis, Evaluation and Creative) 30% 

 TOTAL 100% 

 
      

 
        

         
            

 
        

                           
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

   
 
Topic Skill 1(40%) Skill 2 (30%) Skill 3 (30%) Total (100%) 

Family 4 3 3 10 

Religion 8 6 6 20 

Morals and Values 4 4 4 12 

Religion, Morality and 
Health 

4 2 2 8 

TOTAL 20 15 15 50 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(c) Specification Grid
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