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DEAR READER

Welcome to the 13th issue of the ECD Voice, the second edition for 2024. As we reflect on the
progress and achievements so far, we are reminded of the importance of keeping our young
learners warm and healthy during the winter season.

Dear Reader, ZINECDA is thrilled to share some exciting updates. We are delighted to see the
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education's significant progress in developing the new
Heritage-Based Education 2024-2030 Curriculum Framework. ZINECDA is honored to be part
of the review process for the ECDA and ECDB syllabi. This proposed curriculum will embrace
heritage as the foundation for learning, seamlessly integrating technology, and will be
implemented from ECD through Upper Secondary level.

Furthermore, with the African Union declaring 2024 as the Year of Education, ZINECDA
continues to advocate for increased domestic education financing. During international
commemorations such as the Global Action Week for Education and the Day of the African
Child, ZINECDA, in partnership with other organizations, advocates for the Government to
allocate at least 20% of the national budget towards education, as stipulated by the Dakar
Declaration and the Tashkent Declaration, which recommends that 10% of the education
budget be directed towards Early Childhood Development.

We are pleased to report that members of the Portfolio Committee on Primary and
Secondary Education were oriented regarding the finalized National Education Fund Trust Bill,
and they agreed that the Bill will be key in unlocking more funding for the education sector in
Zimbabwe.

In another notable achievement, ZINECDA recently convened a regional meeting in Harare,
where colleagues from Botswano, Mozambique, Eswatini, Malawi, South Africa, and Zambia
came together to advocate for the inclusion of ECD in the SADC agenda and the adoption of
the Child Rights protocol. This collaborative effort underscores our commmitment to advancing
ECD initiatives across the region.

As we navigate the winter months, lets ensure our young learners are kept safe and

comfortable, allowing them to thrive as they prepare for the new school year. We are excited
to share these updates with you and look forward to continuing our important work together.

.

MARCELINE KAHLARI: DIRECTOR
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MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS

ZINECDA Meets with Hon. Torerai Moyo, Minister
of Primary and Secondary Education

On May 2, 2024, the ZINECDA secretariat held a
luncheon meeting with the newly appointed |
Minister of Primary and Secondary Education, !
Hon. Torerai Moyo. The purpose of this meeting
was to congratulate the Minister on his
appointment, familiarize him with ZINECDA's
mission, goals, and initiatives in promoting
quality Early Childnood Development in i 8sg
Zimbabwe, and explore potential areas of &
collaboration while seeking the Ministry's
endorsement for specific ECD initiatives.

During the meeting, the following key issues
were discussed, and resolutions were made:

SADC Child Rights Protocol

e The ZINECDA team, led by the Director, Mrs
Marceline Kahlari, officially presented the
SADC Child Rights Protocol to the Minister.
The protocol was developed due to the
lack of a regional framework for child rights
at the SADC level. The protocol will provide

for the implementation and monitoring of & ZWNECRA DIRECTOR HANDING
child rights commitments in the region. QY ER THOLDRATFPRQIQCOL TO

gbtlE MINISTERIOF EDUCATION

¢ The Minister indicated that there are opportunities for ZINECDA and the Ministry to
cooperate on the inclusion of ECD and the protocol.

Model Bill

‘The ZINECDA team submitted the draft Education Trust Fund Model Bill and discussed the
progress thereof, seeking the Minister's insights.

‘The Minister advised that he would submit the draft bill to the Legal Services Director for
review and recommendations.
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MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
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ZINECDA Convenes Regional Reflection and
Planning Meeting with TRANAC Partners

In a show of regional collaboration, ZINECDA recently brought together TRANAC codlition
partners from Botswana, Mozambique, Eswatini, Malawi, South Africa, and Zambia for a
strategic meeting held in Harare. The purpose of the gathering was to deliberate on
pathways to advocate for the inclusion of early childhood development (ECD) on the
Southern Affrican Development Community (SADC) agenda and the adoption of the
SADC Child Rights Protocol. The meeting also served as a reflection and planning
meeting, to discuss the progress made by the TRANAC consortium in ECD advocacy in
the region, and to plan for future interventions.

This collaborative effort underscored the commitment of ZINECDA and its TRANAC
partners to advancing ECD initiatives across the region. The meeting also presented an
opportunity to discuss the formalization and registration of the Southern Africa Networks
for Early Childhood Development (SANECD). To further strengthen the regional ECD
coalition, Botswana and South Africa were welcomed as new members.

The meeting resulted in the following key resolutions:

e SANECD to be formally registered in Zambia.

¢ Partner organisations to advocate for the adoption of the SADC Child Rights Protocol
with their respective governments, and to develop national roadmaps for the
adoption of the SADC Child Rights Protocol.

e Representative countries in the TRANAC consortium should engage with their
Ministries of Youth, as they are crucial stakeholders in the national-level adoption of
the protocol.
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ZINECDA Participates in Joint Monitoring Visit
to Mashonaland West Province

From June 17-19, 2024, ZINECDA was part of
a joint monitoring visit to Mashonaland
West Province, led by led by Mr. Mike Mhike,
the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Primary and Secondary Education. The
delegation also included the Parliament
Portfolio Committee Chairperson on
Primary and Secondary Education, a
representative  from Oxfam Denmark
Regional Management Unit, Provincial
Education  Directors, District ~Schools
Inspectors, and other key stakeholders.

The team visited several schools, including
Vnad Primary, Alaska Secondary, Muriel
Mine Primary, Chrome Primary and
Secondary, Mutorashanga Primary, and
Murereki Primary. The monitoring exercise
revealed a mix of progress and ongoing
challenges in education provisions across
the country.

The Vvisit highlighted education access

issues such as long walking distances for
learners, gaps in school feeding programs,

lack of adequate inclusive education - |

facilities, large teacher to pupil ratio, and
late primary school enrolment. Quality
education concerns were also noted,
including teacher shortages (particularly in
mining and farming areas), inadequate
teaching materials, and limited access to
ICT for learners. Governance problems,
such as difficulties with school fee
collection and unsustainable teacher

compensation methods, were identified as
recurring challenges affecting ECD delivery.

Based on the findings, the delegation
made several key recommendations:

¢ Increase government involvement in
providing school psychological
services to enhance access to inclusive
education.

e Enhance  supervision  of
infrastructure construction

¢ Establish a mechanism to follow up on
the issues raised during joint
monitoring missions

e Consider policy changes to remove
teaching responsibilities from primary
school heads, to improve school
administration

e Strengthen the provision of learner
welfare support services from school to
district and provincial lev

school
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MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS

ZINECDA Engages the Parliamentary Portfolio
Committee: Advocating for the Zimbabwe
National Education Trust Fund Bill

raT S

——————

On June TI, 2024, ZINECDA organized a
strategic meeting with the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee on Primary and
Secondary Education. The purpose of the
engagement was to present the draft
Zimbabwe National Education Trust Fund
Bill, a significant step towards improving
access to free basic education for all
learners.

The workshop adimed to sensitize
parliomentarians  on the Zimbabwe
Education National Trust Fund (ZNETF)
Model Bil, developed by ZINECDA and
ECOZI. This bill proposes to establish a
dedicated funding mechanism for early
childhood  development (ECD) in
Zimbabwe. The session provided a
comprehensive overview of the bills
provisions, rationale, and potential impact,
creating an open dialogue where
parliamentarians raised their insights and
recommendations, which were duly noted.

The goal of the workshop was to equip
parliomentarians  with the necessary
knowledge to champion the bills
enactment in Parlioment. Ultimately, the
session sought to mobilize political support
and facilitate the successful passage of
the ZNETF Model Bil, with the aim of
enhancing access to quality ECD services
across the country.

The key resolutions from the meeting
include:

e The Model Bill will take the executive
route towards its enactment

e The Portfolio Committee on Primary
and Secondary Education will engage
the Portfolio Committee on Higher and
Tertiary Education to garner broader
support and buy-in for the bill

e Various lobbying activities will take
place between Parlioment and
ZINECDA to further advance the bill's
legislative journey
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INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL
HIGHLIGHTS

ZINECDA Commemogrates Day of the African
Child

Accelerating SDG 4.2 in Southern Africa:
Transnational Media Discussion

In light of the African Union's declaration of
2024 as the Year of Education, ZINECDA
organized a regional media discussion
that was broadcasted on Heart and Soul
Broadcasting_Station. The aim of the
discussion was to explore ways of
accelerating the  achievement  of
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4)
and its target 42, which focuses on
ensuring access to quality early childhood
development and education (ECDE)
services.

The broadcast addressed the critical issue
of limited access to quality ECDE services
across Southern African countries. It
highlighted key challenges, such as the
lack of prioritization and investment in
ECDE, insufficient transparency and
accountability in  education financing
mechanisms, and limited access for

marginalized children to ECDE.

In response, the discussion proposed a
range of interventions, including
strengthening  policy  implementation,
securing adequate financing  with
strengthened accountability mechanisms,
enhancing teacher training, developing
infrastructure, and implementing quality
improvement measures. By implementing
these  strategies, the  participants
emphasized the potential to create an
enabling environment for the holistic
development of young children, ensuring
they have equal opportunities for
education, growth, and a brighter future.

The regional broadcast reached an
audience of approximatelyl,300 views and
generated 5 shares, demonstrating the
significant interest and engagement
around this important issue. ZINECDA's
initiative to convene this regional
discussion on the Year of Education
underscores its commitment to driving
progress towards SDG 4 and improving
access to quality ECDE services across
Southern Africa.
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INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL

The ZINECDA secretariat and partner
organizations participated in the Global
Action Week for Education (GAWE) 2024
commemorations, which marked the 22nd
annual week-long campaign coordinated
by the Global Campaign for Education
(GCE) and celebrated worldwide by
education movements and advocates.
The campaign aims to remind
governments, decision-makers, and other
stakeholders to deliver on global
commitments for education.

The national GAWE celebrations were held
in Zvishavane District at Chedope Primary
School and were officially launched by the
Minister of Primary and Secondary
Education, Hon. Torerai Moyo.

Education Codlition of Zimbabwe Board
Chairperson, Ms. Llydia Madyirapanze,
delivered a speech on behalf of the Civil
Society sector, emphasizing the need for
transformative education that fosters
creativity, innovation, social justice, global
citizenship,and em S youndg people
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to be the architects of a more sustainable
and equitable future. She called for
advocacy to support teachers as heroic
change-makers and the development of
appropriate infrastructure for all learners.

In his remarks, the Minister acknowledged
the importance of GAWE and the
Government's commitments to
international conventions, such as the
Dakar Declaration, which stipulates that
20% of the national budget should be
allocated to the education sector. He noted
that the 2024 budget allocation to
education had been increased by 18%,
falling short of the 20% target by 2%. The
following were highlights of his key note
address.

e The Minister said Government aims to
reach the 20% target by 2025, as
promised by the President.

His ministry is advocating for the
Treasury to disburse education funds
early, to avoid disrupting schools’
operations and their ability to provide
necessary tools and basic needs.
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INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL
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ZINECDA-participates in Global Action Week for
Education Commemorations

e He said through Government support and partnerships, the country can attain and
achieve the Vision 2030 goals, which involve producing learners suitable for the 2ist
century by focusing on all aspects of education, from infrastructure to learning
materials.

e He said there is need to develop schools by providing solar power to those without
access to the national electricity grid and connecting them to the internet to facilitate
online research and the use of e-books, as traditional textbooks are becoming
obsolete.

ZINECDA READING CORNER:Letting a Thousand
Flowers Bloom

e For this quarter; discover the inspiring work of

transforming early childhood development across ,_ w*
Africa! In his new book " Letting_a Thousand Flowers
Bloom," Dr. Patrick Makokoro shines a light on the vital ; Letting

networks empowering communities & nurturing the aThousand
next generation. Through in-depth insights & first- - Flowers Bloom

i EARL) CHLDHODD DEVELCHMENT

METWERS Ih i

hand accounts, this essential read explores how —
these initiatives are making a profound difference in :

the lives of young children. Don't miss this opportunity " * ‘
to learn more about this important work. Get your -

copy of ‘letting a Thousand Flowers Bloom" on
Amazon today! Click the book to access your copy
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ZINECDA MEMBERSHIP

Membership Spotlight: Royal Diplomates Centre

The Royal Little Diplomates centre has
experienced tremendous growth and success
since its establishment in 2023. Starting with
just 8 students, the centre has rapidly
expanded its enrollment to 32 children this
year, demonstrating the immense demand
and need for its educational services within
the local community. The centre plays a
crucial role in providing quality learning
opportunities, particularly for orphaned and
underprivileged children who may have
limited access to schoolingThe center
operates a school feeding programme that
provides daily meals that are cooked on-site,
further supporting the overall well-being and
development of children.

happy reading !!

DIPLOMATES CENTER IN PICTURES

connect with us !

zine%a
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